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@aOtwithitznding the ſeverity of our 
aus and the frequent Examples of 
812 Juſtice, in the Execution of Capital 
> Offenders, yet of late, Crimes of the 
ws moſt Flagrant Natures have encreas'd 
upon us, and our moſt publick Streets and Places 
have been the Stages on which thoſe Villanies 
have been Perpetrated in the moſt Daring and Au- 
dacious Manner; ſo that we were Daily ſurpriz'd 
with an Account of New and unheard of  Rob- 
beries and Burglaries, being Nightly Committed, 
and it was almoſt equally as dangerous to ſtay at 
home as to go abroad in the Evening, there be- 
ing ſeveral Gangs of Diſſolute Idle Fellows who 
ſupported themſelves in a Riotous manner, by 
the Spoil and Rapine of the Induſtrious Inhabi- 
rants, ſome of which tranſactions, it may be 
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pertinent and agreeable to our deſign, to take 
notice of as follows. 

ONE Mr. Cane an Attorney, was attack d by 
two Fellows with Piſtols, againſt the end of Ca/ile- 
Yard in Holborn, as he was going home in a Hack- 
ney Coach with a Coutryman, and Robb'd of a 
Stiver Watch, and about Ten Shillings in Money, 
but had the good Fortune to fave a larger Sum, 
which he had juſt before Receiv'd. 

MR. Parſons, a Gentleman belonging to the 
Poſi-Houſe, was attack d in a Hackney- Coach, in 
Lombard. ſtreet, but the Watchman and ſome 
Countrymen coming by in the Interim, the Rogues 
were oblig d to March off before they had com- 
pleated their Deſign. 

A Gentleman at the End of Xing-ſtreer, next 
Cheapfide, was knock'd down and Robb'd of 25 
Guineas. : 

MR. Downs, a Councellor, attack'd and Robb'd 
near Holbourn Bridge. | 

A Linnen Draper, in Totbil fireet, WetminFer, 
attempted. | | 

A Gentleman going thro' Spitle ard in Biſhop's- 


Gate-flreet, attack'd, Robb'd, and Wounded. 


A Gentleman attack d and Robb'd in a Coach, 
againſt the End of Bartlet Buildings, Holborn. 
MR. Williams the under Sheriff, attack'd in a 
IS and Robb'd in St. Paul's Church- 

SL | 

A Gentleman in Linſey-Lane, near the Parlia- 
ment Houſe, attack'd in a Hackney-Coach, and 
Robb'd. | | a 
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A Gentleman attack'd in Lincabs- Iun- Fields, 
as he was coming from the Play-Houſe, 

ANOTHER Gentleman belonging to Gray's-Inn, 
. 7 and Robb'd in croſſing Linconts s-Inn- 
Fields 

Mx. Pickard, attack'd and Robb'd at the End 
of Long Lane, in We#-Smithfield. 

A „ RA on Foot, on the South fide of 
St. Paul's Church yard. 
ANOTHER on * North ſide of St. Paul's | 
Church-yard. 

S1k Gilbert Heathcoat, attack'd and Robb'd 
at the Eaft End of St. Paul's Church -yard. 

Tw eo other Hackney-Coaches, Robb'd on the 
South fide of St. Paul's Church-yard. 

MR. Bub of Biſhop's-gate Street, Robb d a- 
gainſt the New Play-Houſe in Lincolws-Inn-Fields. 

MR. Pigott, attack'd and Robb'd near the 
Bear and Raged- Haff in NWeft- Smit hſield. 

TAE Honourable James Bertie, Eſq; attack d 


| about Nine o Clock in the Evening, in a Hack- 


ney-Coach, under Temple- Bar. 

Two Gentlemen in another Hackney-Coach, 
about the ſame Hour attack'd in Chancery Lane. 

A Woman knock d down near Billing's-gate, 
and Robb d. 

ANOTHER near Cannon ffreet, pull d under a 
Gate-way and Robb'd, 

AND a third ſervdin the ſame manner, near 
Red-Lyon-Areer, Holborn, 

AN Elderly Gentleman and bis Son, attack'd. 
and Robb'd in the like manner, in Holborn. 

MR. 
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MR. Spackman, an Exchange Broker, attack'd 
in a Hackney-Coach, and Robb'd upon Snow-Hlll. 

AN Old Woman Robb'd in Spittle. yard. 

A Gentleman in Groceri-Alley, attack'd and 
Robb'd of his Watch about Nine o'Clock in the 
Evening. | 

Another Perſon attack'd and Robb'd of his | 
Watch, under the Church Wall near Alderſgate. 

MR. King, an Attorney, attack'd and Robb'd 


in a HackneyCoach, in St. Paul's Church yard. 


THEsE are ſome few of the Robberies which 
were Committed in the publick Streets, in and 
about this City, in the ſpace of a few Days on- 
ly; to Enumerate them all, would be' to tedi- 
ous, and exceed the defign'd brevity of this : 
Which is to ſhew that thoſe Audacious Enterpri- 
ſes, made it Abſolutely neceſſary for the Go- 
vernment, to interpoſe more immediately for the * 
ſafety of the Publick, that theſe Offenders might 


be brought to Juſtice, and accordingly upon a 
Repreſentation” thereof, to his MAIEST V in 


Council, the following Protlamation was iſſu'd 
on Friday the firſt of March, 1727-8. 


By the KING a PROCLAMATION, 
for diſcovering, and apprehending Perſons guil- 

ty of any Murder or Robbery in the Streets of 
London or Weſtminſter, or in any Street or 

Highway within Five Miles of the ſame. . 


GEORGE KR. SH. a 
6 W HERE AS We have received Infor; 
8 mation, That frequent Robberies _ of 

* : * hate 
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5 late been committed with open Force and Violence 
upon Our good Subjects, paſſing and repaſſing 
jn the Publick Streets, and other Roads, in or 
near Our Cities of London and Weſtminſter, to 
© the great Annoyance of Our peaceable Subjects, 
and in Defiance of Our Laws, which provide 
* ſevere Puniſhments againſt ſuch Offenders: We 
© being firmly reſolved to exert Our Royal Care 
for the Preſervation of the Perſons and Proper- 
© ties of Our loving Subjects, and to put an ef- 
© feual Stop to all ſuch abominable Practices, 
have thought fit, with the Advice of Our Privy 
Council, to iſſue this Our Royal Proclamation; 
* and for the Encouragement of all Perſons to be 
* diligent in endezvouring to diſcover and appre- 
© hend all ſuch Offenders, do hereby promiſe and 
* declare, that any Perſon or Perſons, who (hall 


2 *© diſcover and apprehend any Offender, who hath 
at any time, within Three Months laſt paſt, 
committed, or hereafter ſhall commit, any Mur- 


* der whatſoever, or any Robbery, with open 
Force and Violence in any Street, or other 
* Highway or Road in Our Citics of London or 
* Weſtminſter, or within Five Miles round the ſame, 
* ſoas ſuch Offender be convicted of the faid Of- 
* fences, or any of them, ſhall have and receive 
for every ſuch Offender ſo apprehended and 
convicted, as aforeſaid, the Sum of One hun. 
* dred Pounds Sterling, over and above all other 
Rewards, to which ſuch Perſon or Perſons may, 
* by any Ad of Parliament, be entitled: Which 
* faid Sum of One hundred Pounds for oy _ 
| fender 
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© fender ſo apprehended and convicted, as aforc- 
* ſaj4, the Commiſſioners of Our Treaſury, or 
Our High Treaſurer of Great-Britam for the 
time being, are hereby directed and required 
* to pay accordingly, without any further or 0- 
ther Warrant in that behalf : And if the Perſon 
* fo diſcovering and apprehending any Offender | 
* guilty of any ſuch Murder or Robbery, as a- 
6 foreſaid (except the Perſons actually giving 
* Wound in any ſuch Murder) ſhall have been an 
* Accomplice in any ſuch Murder or Robbery, 
© and by Reaſon thereof ſhall ſtand in need of Our 
* moſt gracious Pardon. We do hereby further 
* promiſe and declare, that ſuch Perſon ſhall have 
* Our moſt gracious Pardon. And we do hereby 
* ftriftly charge and command all Our Juſtices of 

the Peace, and all other Our Officers whatfoe- | 
ver, that they do uſe their utmoſt Diligence and 
© Endeavours in their ſeveral Places and Stations, 
to find out, diſcover, and apprehend any ſuch 
s Offenders, upon Pain of Our high Diſpleaſurc, 
Given at Our Court at St. James's the 2910 
Day of February, 1727-8, and in the 

Firſt Tear of Our Reign. 
God ſave the Ring. 


ABOUT the time of iffuing the above Pro- 
clamation, Martin Bellamy, the Subject of the 
enſuing Diſcourſe, was ſeiz d by one Mr. Pa! 
mer a Conſtable, at the Boars-Head a Cooks-fbo; 
in Monmouth flreet; and being carried before Mr. 
| Juſtice Gifford, was committed to New- Priſon, i; 
order to a farther Examination, he ſeeming will 

ing 
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ling to make ſome diſcovery of his Accomplices, 
and has he ſays, was preparing, and intended to 
have made a full diſcovery of all the Facts he had 
Committed, and promiſed Juſtice Gifford the 
ſame, in order to take the benefit of the Procla- 
mation above mention'd. 

As the Report of his being ſeizd, alarm'd ſe- 
veral of his Companions, ſo it likewiſe induc'd 
divers others; ſome out of Curioſity, and others 
out of a real Deſire, to Enquire after their Loſſes 
to go and ſee him; and amongſt the reſt a certain 
underſtraping News Monger, who collects matters 
for one of the Dayly News Papers, who as he 
ſays, and alledg'd upon his Tryal, went to him, 
and with his natural Front of Aſſurance, without 
any Authority at all, pretended to be employ'd 
by the Right Honourable the Ld T — 4, 


and Sir R — t ,. ple, for the detection 
of Street Robbers, and that if he would make a 
particular Confeſſion of the ſeveral Crimes he was 


guilty off and diſcover his Accomplices, he ſhould 
have the benefit mention'd in the ſaid Proclama- 
tion, and a ſree Pardon; in expectation whereof, 
and upon a Belief, that he was ſo Employ'd. 


The ſaid Bellamy, gave him the particulars of ſeve- 


ral FaQts he had committed and been concern'd in, 
and the Names of ſeveral of his Accomplices, in 
hopes a proper uſe {ould have been made thereof. 
Bur contrary to his expectation, the next 
Morning the Publick were entertain'd in the Dai- 
Journal, with an imperfe& Recital of ſeveral 
Robberies and Burglaries, committed by the ſaid 
B Bellany, 
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Bellany, and the Names of divers Perſons who 


had been concern'd therein, even before the pro- 


per Method had been uſed to Apprehend them, 
in order to bring them to Juſtice, by which | 
means they had timely notice to make their | 


Eſcapes, to the no little prejudice of the Publick, 


in leaving ſuch a Sett of profligate Villains at Li- 
berty, to commit farther Depredations and Vio- | 
lencies upon his Majeſty's Subjects, which was 
the conſequence of his Ill-timed Intelligence, and 
the having wade uſe of the before mentioned 
Honourable Perſon's Names, without their Au- 


thority or Privity; and likewiſe that the Publick 
were depriv'd of thoſe diſcoveries, he had it in 


his power to make; for it being ſuppoſed that 


this Intelligence had been incerted in the before 
mention'd Paper, by Bellamy's Directions, before 


any Methods had been uſed for Apprehending the 
Perſons therein named as his Accomplices, as a 
warning for them to make their Eſcapes ; the 
Proceeding was reſented, and inſtead of his be- | 
ing admitted as an Evidence againſt them, accor- þ 


ding to bis expeQation ; He was order'd to take 


his Tryal, for ſome of thoſe very Faqs he had | 


Confeſs'd. 


By this Means was the Publick deprived of the | 
Benefit of ſo compleat a Diſcovery, as might have | 


been otherways expected from him, he undoubted- 
ly having it in his Power to diſcover many more 


.of his Accomplices than he had before-mentioned, | 


and as he declar'd, both could and would have in- 


form'd where all, or moſt of the Particulars of | 


any 
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any conſiderable Value were diſpos'd off, ſo that 
they might have been recover'd again, (the Per- 
ſons in whole Poſſeſſion they were, being as he 
ſaid, able to make Satisfaction for the ſame ) had 
he been admitted as an Evidence, but fince he was 
depriv'd of that Benefit, by the Impoſition before- 
mention'd ; notwithſtanding ſeveral Perſons ap- 
ply'd to him for Information and Recovery of the 
Goods they had loſt, he would not trouble him- 
ſelf to give them any Account thereof, .ſave to 
three Perſons, vis. Mr. Holliday in Leadenhall- 
ſireet; a Gentleman and a Gentlewoman in Ei- 
ſhopſgate-flreetr, who by his Direction recovered 
their Goods again, | 

On Thurſdy the 2gth of February he was try'd 
at 7uſtice-Hallin the Old Baily, and convicted of 
Felony and Burglary, in breaking open the Shop 
of Giles Holliday, and taking thence 12 Pounds 
of ſewing Silk, and 20 pair of wooſted Stockings, 
val, 15 J. PE. 

As he himſelf was defirous the Publick ſhould 
be appriz'd of his Life, and the many illegal Facts 
he had committed, afcer what his been already 
mention'd, we ſhall only premiſe that he was a 


dicraft Trade, and had for ſome Years liv'd in 
good Repute and Credit. In his Temper he was 
naturally brisk and gay, and affected an air of un- 
daunted Careleſsneſs in his Diſcourſe and Beha- 
viour, and thought it Puſilanimity and Cowardice 
to ſhew any Fear or Terror at the approach of 

| B 2 Death 
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Death, but would diſcourſe thereof with the 
greateſt Indifferency imaginable, as the Reader 
will readily perceive, from the following Pages, 


which are wrote in the Manner he himſelf dicta- 
ted them, after his Couviction in his Cell at | 


Newgate. 

IT will be enough, ſays be, to inform the 
Town, where 1 am ſo well known, have ſo long 
liv'd and ſerved my Apprenticeſhip, that my Name 
is Martin Bellamy, a Perſon as famous in my Pro- 
feſſion (I mean this for which I am now to ſuffer 


as my Predeceſſor Fack Shepherd, tho* my Indid- | 
met has indeed farther particulariz'd and diſtin- | 


guiſh'd me by the Name of Martin Bellamy of the 


Pariſh of St. Katharine Cree-Church, London. And | 
as the Publick will not be Curious to know the Ex- 
ploits of my juvenal Years, they not being at- 


tended with any Particulars extraordinary, or un- 


common to Youth of that Age; I ſhall paſs them 


over, and the time of my Apprenticeſhip alſo, that 


I may have time to Speak the more largely to the 
Unhappy and Calamitous part of my Life, and 
thoſe Offences I have committed, and for which 


J am falling a Sacrifice to Juſtice, 


*T 1s now ſome Years ſince, by falling into | 


Ill Company. I was induc'd to become one of their 


Society, and as we were willing to ſupport our | 


ſelves in a more ſplendid Manner, than our Cir- 
cumſtances would admit of, we readily perſu'd 
any means, that we believ'd might prove Inſtru- 
mental thereto, and ſupported our ſelves in Ex- 


duſtrious 


travagancy, at the expence of the Honeſt and In- 
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duſtrious Perſon; from whom we took all Op- 
portunities to pilfer and purloin, and made a 
practice of it to viſit Tradeſmens Shops in the 


Evening, when (being three or four in Company,) 
| whilſt one of us was buying a pair of Buttons, 


Buckles, or any ſuch like things, the others were 
as Induſtriouſly employ d in removing ſuch 
Matters as we thought might ſatisfy us for our 
trouble, or ſerve to defray the Expence of the 
Day, which things were by a ſort of Legerdemain, 


Inſenſibly vaniſh'd, and if we once laid our Fing- 
by this means have we in an Evening pick'd 
up at ſeveral places, ſometimes ten, twenty, or 


thirty Silver Snuff Boxes, and other things, at 


AT other timcs we went out upon the Sneak 


in the Evening, by which means we made a 


good Livelihood of it, but for the Information of 
thoſe who are unacquainted with that Term, I 
{hall inform them what I mean by that, viz. 


I going on the Sneak, is going from Street to 


Street, and obſerving what things of value lye 
in or near the Window, be it Shop, Parlour, 
Dining, or other Rooms, and ſunderly flinging 
up the Saſh with a Chiſel, and an Inſtrument we 
uſually carry about us for that purpoſe, would 
inatch out any parcel of value, and march off 
with it even in the ſight of ſeveral Perſons, who 
might be in the Room at the ſame time, before 


the 


fered his Service to make up the Matter with 
Mr. Manning; and, in hopes thereof, I informed 


what he wanted, away he goes to Mr, Manning, 
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the ſaddenneſs of the Aion threw them into. nc 
At other times ſlipping off our Shoes, if we ſaw C 


the coaſt clear, we wou'd venture into a Room, m 
and hand out any thing to our Companions, who i} th 
{ſtood ready to receive the ſame, -- 1H 

THIS was the uſual Method I practiced for re 
ſeveral Years, without attempting any Thing far- fo 
ther; but 1 ſhould have mentioned that before } 
this, I forged a Note for ſixteen Pounds, in the i pl 
Name of Mr. Nathaniel Wood, Diſtiller in South- | pc 
wark, with which ſaid Note J bought of Mr. fic 


Manning in King-Street, Weſtminſter, divers Cam- P: 


bricks, Muſlin, and other Goods; but the Forge- m 
ry being ſoon diſcovered, and myſelf found out, ed 
I was apprehended and committed to Clerkenwell-. Li 
Bridewell, which coming to the Ears of my Wife's ſe 


Relations, (for | had been married ſome Time to hi; 


one Sarah Carver, who lived in Fetter- Lane, but L. 
from a Diſagreeableneſs in our Tempers, we ne- ſel 
ver cohabited together above five Weeks, which 

was one Reaſon of my applying myſelf to illi kn 
Courſes) this Fact, I ſay, coming to her Ears, her Ct 
Brother-in-Law came to me whilſt in Cuſtody, on 
and pretending to commiſerate my Condition, of- 


him. where Mr. Manning lived : Having thus got 


but not with ſuch pacifick Intentions as I expeQ-| 
ed; for I have too much Reaſon to believe he was 
very inſtrumental in aggravating the Proſecution 
againſt me, which, I may juſtly ſay, was one, i 

| | no 
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not the chief Occaſion of my taking thoſe ill 
Courſes I have ſince done; for upon my Com- 
mitment to Newgate, I became acquainted with 


the whole Family belonging to that Manſion- 


Houle, and, by their Perſwaſions, was the more 
readily drawn in to a Perpetration of thoſe Facts 


for which ] ſuffer. 


BEING thus inliſted into the Society, I ap- 


plyd myſelf to my new Calling as diligently as 


poſſibly I could, though at ſeveral Times I occa- 
ſionally work'd at my own Profeſſion in many 


Parts of the Town, wherein I faithfully behaved 


myſelf: And now it was that I became acquaint- 
ed with the inimitable Jonathan Wild, at whoſe 
Levee I frequently paid my Attendance; but ob- 
ſerving the Method in which we were treated by 
him, and the extravagant Gain he made by our 
Labour, I was induced to practice upon him him- 


„ (lf, which 1 did in the following Manner, 


THE late Jonathan Wild, a Perſon fo well 
known, that to name him only, is enough to 
Characterize him in the preſent Age, and who, 
one would have thought, had been Invulnerable 
againſt any attacks from thoſe of out Profeſſion, 
yet could not Eſcape me, but did himſelf in ſome 
Meaſure, become a Prey to my deſigning Genius, 
for in the courſe of my Correſpondence with him, 
] had obſerv'd enough to become acquainted with 


his Method of Writing, and the form of his 


Character; and for ſome Days, conſulted how to 


make my advantage of his Acquaintance, in order 


to which, I was at ſome pains to find out thoſe 
| who 
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who were moſt intimate with him, and where a F 
mutual confidence was repoſs d in each other, 
there reſolving to begin the Scene of my deſign'd 
Intriegue; nor was I long before I found one fit 
for my Purpoſe, which was as follows, viz. I 
had obſerv'd that one Vildgooſe a Chamberlain 
| at an Inn, in Smithfield, had frequently lent 
| him Money, either upon his Note or Word only, 
and therefore reſolving to try if he would not 
do the like favour for Me but being altoge- 
ther a Stranger to his Perſon, and well knowing 
that where Friends are neceſſiated to borrow Mo- 
ney of each orher, there is generally ſome mo- 
tives of Intereſt made uſe of as an Iuducement, 
or at leaſt a good Security to be expected. much 
more between two ſuch Strangers as Mr. Wild. 
gooſe and my ſelf, the beſt Expedient I could 
propoſe, was to ſee if | could induce my good 
Friend Jonathan, to do me the ſavour as to be 
Security for the Re-payment thereof, or rather 
for him to take the whole upon himſelf, for in- 
deed | had an averſion to the borrowing Money, 
upon Terms of re-payment, knowing full well J 
there are ſuch things as Serjeants, Bailiffs, . Catch- 
poles and Officers, who will be very Impertinent 
upon ſuch occafions ; yet from Jonathan's Tem- 
per, having little reaſon (had my intentions been 
euer ſo Honeſt) to expect he would oblige me fo 
Far as to be Bound for the re-payment thereof, I 
therefore reſolv'd to make him ſtand alone, not 
with me. but for me, and from the acquaintance] 
of his Correſpondents, and Hand a | 
| rew 
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-* 17 drew a Note for the Sum of Ten Guineas, upon 
rt, Mr. Wildgooſe, before mentioned, and Sign'd it 
din the Name of Fonathan Wild, and by the help 
mil r come particular 1okens, carry'd it to Mr. 

1 Wildgooſe, who ſuppoſing it to be right, without 
5 Heſitation, advanc'd the Money, which I put up 


and came away; the Succeſs of this was more 
ly, pleaſing to me, than ten times the like Sum would 
have been from any other Perſon, becauſe I may 
boldly ſay, that in doing thereof, i had now taken 

in the moſt knowing Man in the Kingdom, {to 
Mo- ſpeak in his own Phraſe and Expreſſion und 


many Days paſs'd not over, but upon an iniorvicy, 
714 Mr. Wildgooſe tells Fonathan he had Credited his 
Draft by advancing the Ten Gvineas therein 
ould f defir'd , this non-pluſt'd my Friend Jonathan, and 
oy occaſion'd their comparing Notes a little more 
3 narrowly, when to the ſurprize of both; Parties, 
the Forgery (altho' it anpear'd plain, yet) had 
been ſo well concerted, that they were doubtful} 
of the Honour of each other, but upon the Chamber. 
lain's, deſcription of the Perſon, who had brought 
"the Note and Receiv'd the Money: I was by divers 
circumſtances adjudg'd to be the Perſon, and my 
not having paid my attendance at Jonathan's Levee 
for ſome Days paſt, confirm'd the Suſpition; and 
orders were given to his Domeſtick Attendants, 
Quilt Arnold, Abraham the Jew, Andrew Wild, 
ſaac Tiley, and others of his Janizaries, to look 
Put Sharp in requeſt of poor Pill- Garlick; of which 
receiv'd ſome information, and endeavour'd to 


ſhun 


thereby Bit the great Maſter of our Cr, But 


618) 


ſhun them, but could not long eſcape falling into 
their Hands, for they one Evening got ſent of ne 


at a Houſe where I frequented in White-Fryers, 
and ſearching the ſame, found me conceal'd in 


the Garret up three pair of Stairs. Well, now 
you muſt ſuppoſe me in their Cuſtody, the Effects 
whereof, was, that a Meſſenger was immediately 
diſpatch'd to find out Jonathan, and acquaint him 
that the Pray was fallen into their Hands, whilſt 
the other having ſecur'd the Doors, attended as 
a Guard upon my Perſon, there was no poſlibility | 
of an Eſcape, unleſs out at the Garret Window ; | 


and which was moſt dangerous? whether a leap 


from thence down three pair of Stairs? or to face 


the Ireful Jonathan? however ſomething mult be 
done to attempt the corrupting of his Body- 
Guard would be to no purpoſe, and no other Ex- 


pedient remain'd, ſave one of the other two be- 
fore ment ion d; however, whilſt I was thus ſccure- 


iy attended by the before mention'd Perſons, ob. 


ſerving (a ſometime Fatal tho then, an uſeful and 
neceſſary Implements lying in the Window, vig.) 
A long Cord, I faſten'd one End thereof (unper- 


ceiv'd) to the Window, and then throwing my 
ſelf with the other, .] was down upon the Ground 
almoſt before my Attendants could get a Sight of 
what was doing, who had only juſt time to peep 
out after me, before I bad them Farewel. Thus 
I once more gain'd my Liberty, and rang'd the 
Streets for ſome time, yet knowing Fonathan's 


Emiſſaries, were about in every corner, and that 


'twould be impoſſible I could long continue at 
large 


1 


large, I thought it Prudence to make ſome over- 


tures of Accommodations, but whilſt the Treaty 
was in Agitation, I was ſurrounded at a Brandy 


7 Shop in Chancery-Lane, by the before mention'd 
2 Perſons one Night, about Eleven o'Clock; who 
ſeiz'd me without any Remorſe, and hurrying 
me into a Coach, carry'd me away to the Elephant 
and Caſtle in Fleet Lane, from whence a Deputa- 
tion from my Body Guard was diſpatch'd to 
3 .Zonathan, to inform him of my being in Salvo 


| |  Cuftodia;, but to my good Fortune Jonathan was 


then in Bed, and whether he reſolv'd to win upon 


me by his good Nature, or that he was unwilling 


to riſe I know not, but he directed them to diſ- 


charge me, telling them that he had taken my 
Word for my Appearance, and that JI wight at- 
tend at his Levee next Morning in ſafety, As I 


knew his Temper too well to be trifled with, and 
that this Act of Indulgence, would be attended 


with another of ſeverity. if I did not comply, I 


was diſmiſs'd out of Cuſtody for the preſent, and 
che next Morning had the Honour of treating my 
BenefaQor with a Breakfaſt, at the Bapti/t- Head 


Tavern, in the Old-Baily, where by way of attone- 
ment for his trouble in my affair, I preſented him 
with five pieces, which prov'd ſo good a Cordi- 
al, that all Tranſgreſſions were to be buried in 
Oblivion, and Jonathan engag'd for Mr. Wild- 
ge, that upon my giving him a Bond for his 


ten Guineas, the Note I had Forg'd ſhould be de- 


ſtroy'd ſo as never to riſe up in Judgment againſt 
me for the Future; accordingly Wildgoofe were 
| C 2 ſent 
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ſent for, and upon his appearance, my indulgent i} 


Maſter Jonat han, uſed ſuch methods of perſua- m 
tion, as induc'd my incenſed Adverſary, to agree n 


and accept of a Bond, for the ſaid Sum of Ten ce 


Guineas, to be paid I know not when, and that +; 


the Forgery might not be detected, the Note was p 


deliver'd up and committed to the Flames, to pre- ri 
vent its ever appearing in judgment againſt me; 7 
afterwards we regal'd our ſelves, and having re-M jr 
ceiv'd ſome private Documents, from my old la- b 
ſter Jonathan, we ſeverally parted for the pre- h 
ſent, and as I preſume each very well pleas di o. 
with the Succeſs of the Day; I, under no Ap -L 
prehenſion of farther Trouble on Account of h 
this Note. My old Maſter ſatisfy'd that he had C 
fav'd a young Pupil from the Severity of the Law; a: 
and Mr. Wildgooſe, in hopes of being re- paid E 
ſome time or other, but as I acknowledge toll b 
have often promis'd to ſatisfy the aforeſaid Bond, f 
when my Circumſtances would permit, and ſince t: 
J have not either had it in my power or inclina- o 
tion to be ſo punQual as I believe he expected, ii ti 
he thinks fit to apply himſelf to my Repreſenta - P 


tive, Richard Arnold, Eſq; whom I. do hereby f 


Nominate and Appoint to be full and ſole Ad- F 


miniſtrator of all my Effects, Goods. and Cattles; a1 


He will I hope do him all the Juſtice the Caſe 
(conſidering my preſent unhappy Circumſtances) 
will admit off, and as he is a Bond Credipr, 

may reaſonably claim the preference. 
ABoUT Nine Months ſince walking by the 
Royal- Exchange in an indolent manner, as if out 
| of 
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zent of all Buſineſs, and deſtitute of any Employ- 
ſua- ment, I had the 1ll-fortune to light into Compa- 
gree ny of a Kidnapper, viz. One of thoſe honeſt 
Ten con ſcientious Gentlemen, whoſe Profeſſion it is 
thatY to ſpirit People away to -the Plantations, under 
Pretence of helping them according to their Me- 
rits into Poſts and Places of Honour and Profit. 
I fay the IIl- fortune, becauſe I ſpent more time 
in attending his Worſhip, than the Benefit I gain'd 
by hin would Compenſate for; tho tis likely 
he may be ſo uncharitable, as well as unconſci- 


onable to turn the Tables upon me, and ſay the 
Devil ow'd him a ſpight when he threw me into 
his Company. This Fellow, I ſay, I fell into 


Company with, and ſoon fmoaked his Profeſſion, 
and tho' I believ'd him to be a Knave in his 
Heart, yet *twas not my buſineſs to tell him ſo, 
becauſe I had other Deſigns in view, vis. fo 
MF ſhew him a Specimen of my Ingenuity, in order 
to which I readily comply'd with every Propoſiti- 
on of his, and upon his Repreſenting our Planta. 
tions in America to be the Garden of Eden for 
Pleaſantneſs and variety, and the certain Pro- 
ſpe& an induſtrious Perſon had of making his 
Fortune there, I ſeemingly ſwallow'd the Bait, 
and as I was, or at leaſt pretended to be deſtitute 
of all Employment, wiſh'd I could be ſo happy 
as to arrive at thoſe belov'd Iſlands, pretending 
{ was no ways averſe to Work at the Buſineſs of 
my Profeſſion in any part of the World, could I 
but meet with a ſuitable Encouragement, but la- 
mented the Decay of Trade. and Badneſs of | 

the 
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tering Hopes and Expectations of our imaginary? 


Profeſſion, others in that of Merchandiſe, Love, 


meet with as good Encouragement as any off 


( 22) 
the Times, and the Hardſhips that an ingenious 
Perſons ſuffers at Home by being beating down 


in his Prices, and ſet ,upon a Level with the! 


greateſt Bunglers in the way of their Call. 
ing: My expreſſing my ſelf to be thus diſcon- 
tented, and the Notion I had of reaping ſuch! 


vaſt Profit and Preferment amongſt the American 


Planters, gave my Ibmaelitiſh Merchant ſuch an 
Opinion of the Sincerity of my Profeſſion, that! 
he repos d an intire Confidence in my Pretenſions, 
and really imagined I was fully reſolv'd to em. 


bark with the firſt Opportunity for thoſe delect. 


able Iſlands ; and my ſeeming uneaſineſs at every} 


delay, the more confirm'd him in his Belief. Thus 


we ſpent ſeveral Days, and I had frequently the} 


Honour to attend at his Levee,-at the Bear Ale. 
Houſe in Threadneedle-ſtreet, behind the Royal. 


Exchange here we amus'd our ſelves with the flat-! 


Succeſs. He in deſcribing the pleaſant Situa- 
tion, healthful Air, and benign Influence and! 
Climate of the Soil, and Inhabitants ; whoſe cha- 
ritable Diſpoſition he could never ſufficiently ad- 
mire, He told me of the many Letters of Thanks 
he had receiv'd from divers Perſons whom he had! 


ſent over thither, in no better Station than that! 


I was propoſing to go in; and the wonderful Sucy 
ceſs they had met with; ſome in the way of their} 


Gg. And that he did not doubt but that I ſhould! 


them: On the other hand I aſſur'd him, I fo far 
confided 
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confided in his Integrity and Ability, and had 
ſuch an intire Confindence in him, that I was 
firmly perſuaded he would not in the leaſt adviſe 
me to go, did he not fully believe it would high- 
ly tend to my Intereſt ; and that as the good For- 
tune I ſhould attain, -would be chiefly owing to 
his-kind Advice and Recommendation, he ſhould 
find I would be no ways Ungrateful, but to the 
utmoſt of my Ability acknowledge his kindneſs 
in ſuch Returns as my Circumſtances would ad- 
mit of, and the Place would afford. He aſſured 
me, he did not in the leaſt doubt but that in a 
little time he ſhould hear that I had met with Pre- 
ferment far beyond my ExpeQation, of which 

he ſhould be as well pleas'd as if the Advantage 

had accrued to himſelf. In this manner, he 
full of Promiſes, and I of Expectations, we 

paſs'd on for ſome Days, during which he 

would frequently take me Home with him 

to his Wife, ſo. that I was, as I may fay, 

liſted into the Family, yet I had not the Op- 

portunity to ſhew him any part of my Profeſſion 

to Advantage, and judging it to little purpoſe, to 

Dance. Attendance after him any longer upon 

no better Foundation, than that of making my 

Fortune amongſt a Company of Sun-burnt Molet- 

toes, and ſwarthy Negroes in the Weſtern Parts 

of the World. I re ſolv'd to Diſcharge my ſelf 

from his Service without the trouble of bidding 

him a formal Farewel, or uſing a great deal of 
Ceremony at parting, and accordingly the next 

Day, he going out, I attended him along with 

| ſome 
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ſome others, who was really as fond of going 
a Fortune-hunting into the New found World, 
as my ſelf was in Appearance. But he having 


forgot ſomething at Home, deſir'd the Favour of 
me to ſtep back to his Wife for the ſame, accord- 


ingly I went, and this being what 1 wanted, told 


her that her. Husband was gone to the Lord- 
Mayors with fix Servants, whom he had engag'd 


to go for the Indies, but that he wanted Money 


to pay for the Binding of them, and therefore 


he defir'd ſhe would ſend two Guineas for that 


Purpoſe ; the Pretence was plauſible enough, and 
the good Lady Governeſs fetch'd down the Mo- 
ney accordingly, and gave me, with a Requeſt 
that her Husband would make what Expedition 
he could, which I promis'd to deliver along with 


the Money, and ſo far comply'd with my Pro- 
miſe, that I never deliver'd the one, any more 
than the other, but let him cool his Heels with | 


waiting for my coming, whilſt I march'd off in 
queſt of new Adventures, and thereby Abſolv'd 
him from all his fine Promiſes, and thoſe won- 
derful Hopes of Preferment he had given me; 
without troubling my ſelf to inquire which of 
his other Friends he prefered to thoſe Golden 
Mountains, he had given me expectations off, any 
more than I believe he would have done about 
me, after he had once heard of my being ſafely 
Arriv'd on the other fide, But, as if I had gone 
thro? his perſuations in all probably, I ſhould have 
had reaſon to remember him, when J had not 
ſeen him; ſo, as I did not, J only gave _ 

like 


reer, 
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like Reafon to remember his quondam Friend Martin, 
and therein to verify the old Proverb, 

Harm watch, Harm catch. 

Ir was an uſual Cuſtom amongſt us to look out in 
the Day-time for ſuch Shop or Houſe, as we intended 
to operate upon the Night following; and about the 
Cloſe of the Evening, or juſt as the {ame were ſhutting 
up, whilſt one of us was buying ſome little Matter, the 
others would take the Keys from out of the Pins in the 
Window, by which Means, in the Dead of the Night, 
we could eaſily take down the Shutters, and enter with- 
cut Difficulty ; and in this Manner did we enter into 
moſt of th 2 Shops and Houſes that we robb' d, which, 
in Juſtice to the Publick, T do here declare, that 
they may be more cautious to prevent theſe Practices 
for the rl 

AN p alſo, that notwithſtanding the various Means 
we uſed to enrich ourſelves at the Expence of others, 
whether by Houſe-breaking, Robbing, Ec. either by 
Day or Night, we always found the moſt beneficial 
Time was from a little before Candle- light, till about 
Ten of the Clock; and that what we pick d up in that 
Time uſually exceeded the whole Day's Gains beſides. 

Fox the Satisfaction of thoſe who are curious to 
know the particular Crimes I have committed at any 
Time, I ſhall here add a Lift of all my Burglaries and 
Street-Robberies; as to divers Facts committed upon 
the Sneak, and in Shop-lifting, I muſt declare the 
greateſt Part of them are eſcap'd my Memory; but 
they were generally ſpeaking ſuch as the Robbing 
Goldſimiths and Toy-Shops Show-Glaſſes, Hoſiers, Mil- 
liners Shops, Oc. 9 

Ar a Goldſmith's in Ruſſel-Court, after having in 
Company with two more of the ſame Profeſſion; broke 
Ithe Shutter, juſt as I was 5 to go off with 


the Show-Glafs, a Man jump'd up with a Blunderbufs, 
D and, 
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and, levelling it at us, obliged us to quit our Prize, | 


and ſeek our own Safety by Flight ; bur, 


4 

Ar a -Shop near the before-mentioned we had | 
better Succeſs ; for having in the Evening unkey'd the f 
Window, about Two of the Clock in the Morning we 
took down the Shutter, and getting in with as little 


Noiſe as poſſible, found the Maid fitting by the Fire- 
ſide, ſhe {queak'd out at the Sight of us; but we ſoon 
obliged her to be ſilent, and fit ſtill, whilſt- we had 
perfected our Deſign ; and having open'd the Show- 
Glaſs, carry'd off all the Snuff-Boxes therein. 


By the ſame Means we got into a Tea-Shop in 
Shoreditch, and, with the Help of a Chopping-Knife, 


4 


endeavoured to force open the Door of an adjoining 
Room, in which the over-Night we had ſeen a Sum of 
Money, as we judged, about 200 J. but we could not 
execute our Deſign; however, we carry'd off about 


eight or ten Pound of Tea, ſeven Loafs of Sugar, and | 
35s. 6d. in Money, leaving the Drawer in the Entry. 
A Worſted and Stocking Shop likewiſe in I ide-gate- 
Alley in Biſhopſgate-ſtreet, we robb'd in the ſame Man- 
ner, by having taken the Key out of the Pin in the 
Window in the Evening, whilſt we went in under Pre- 
tence of cheapening ſome Goods. ö 7 
Wr attempted a Linnen-Draper's Shop in Biſbopſ- 
gate-ſtreet, one Sunday about Ten of the Clock at 
Night, and had bor'd and cut the Shutters in order 
to effect our Deſign, but were hindered in the Execu- 
tion by a Woman who came by, and ſaw us at Work, 
who knocking at che Door alarmed the Family; upon 
which we marched off, and left our Deſign unfiniſhed. { 

Ar a Toy-Shop in Swithin's Alley, Cornhill, about 
12 of the Clock at Night, we broke off the Padlock from 
the Shop, but could not afterwards get it open, upon 
which we went to work upon the Window, and, with 


2 great deal of Difficulty, forced off the Groove, up- 
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on which all the Shutters fell down with ſuch a terri- 
ble Noiſe, that we expected it muſt have alarm'd all 
the Neighbourhood, which oblig'd us to make our 
Eſcape, after having been at work upon it near three 
Hours, in all which Time we were not interrupted by 
any Perſon, the Watchmen, being, as I ſuppoſe, re- 
galing themſelves at the Ale-houſe; for from Twelve 
until Three none of them came by, to prevent the 
Execution of our Deſigns. 

W᷑ ſucceeded better at a Shoe-Maker's Shop in the 
fame Alley, about the ſame Time, which we broke 


open ; | 

As we did before at another Shop within a few 
Doors thereof, about a Week before, from whence 
we got eight Watches. | 

A Barber's Shop near George Tard, one Sunday Night, 
we ſtripp'd off all the Wiggs that we could find; and 
not knowing well how to diſpoſe thereof, let an old 
Comrade have them, who afterwards informed us, that 
he had deck'd up the Priſoners in the King's” Bench 
therewith, having diſpoſed of them all in that Place. 

A Shoemaker's Shop in Eaſtcheap we enter'd in the 
like Manner to the others; but after we had pack'd 
up the Shoes in Bags, and was carrying them off, the 
Watchman coming by diſcover'd us, and . endeavour- ' 
ing to ſtop us, we knock'd him down with a Bag of 
Shoes, but was oblig'd to walk off without our 
Booty. 

Mr. Martin's, a Silver-/mith in Bride-lane, we broke 
open, and carry'd off the Show-Glaſs with the Goods, 
to the Amount of about 507. which we emptied, but 
left the Glaſs, with ſome few trifling 'Things, in an 


Alley adjoining: We fold the Plate and Goods at 3 s. 
6 d. per Ounce to one who is at preſent out of the 
Kingdom. | 


D 2 BEING 
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Be1NG out one Night upon the Sneak with ſome 
others of the Profeſſion, as we paſſed by the Pump in 
Biſhopſs Hers we ſaw a Maid-Servant come out of 
a Houte, who was going to a Tavern; and, judging 
we might make Ule of that Opportunity, to flip in, it 
being a braſs Spring-Lock, we turned the fame round, 
and entered without being diſcovered, and uſed {o-mych | 
Expedition, that before ſhe returned we removed about 
One Hundred Pieces of Black and White, and other | 
Stuffs and Goods, and amongſt them a Woman's ſcar- | 
let Cloak, and got off again undiſcovered. 
As we were upon our Rambles, looking out for ! 
Ken which might prove advantagious, we paſſed by | 
Grays-Im-Laue in SOD we obſerved a Tea-Shop, 
* which we apprehended would prove a beneficial. one; 
we ventured to attack it, and with ſome Difficulty en- 
ter'd ; but were no ſooner in, than a Man pump d out 
of Bed, and bawl'd out, Thieves! heigh ! Ii hat are 
you at f Match! Watch! and growing more clamorous, 
the Watch being within hearing, we were obliged to 
march off, without effecting our Intentions. My two 
Campanions who were next the Street went off firſt, | 
fad paſſed by the Watch who were coming up, 1 
threw the Chiſſels away wherewith we had broke open 
the Shop, and accuſed the Watch of their Negligence, | 
in hearing People call out Thieves, and not coming up 

to their Aſſiſtance ; ash d them why.they had nor og. | | 
ped the two Fellows who went by them juſt before, (I 
knowing them to be then out of their Reach) added, I | 
ſuppoſe you are Confederates with the Rogues, and 
therefore won't ſtir when People call out for Aſſiſtance: | 
Upon which they paſſed by without taking any Notice 
of. me; however, to avoid: any. Purſuit, I turned up 
Caftle-Tard, and went clear off without Moleſtation, | 

Havins obſerved a Tea-Shop near Aldgate, 
- where we believed we might meet with a conſiderable 
| l Booty; 
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Booty.;. we reſolved to attempt the fame, which we 
Ns and having got Entrance, were buſy in putting up 
ſuch Things as we intended to carry off; but I know 
not upon what Occaſion, the Maid-Servant came down 
into the Shop in her Shift only; upon which we con- 
cealed ourſelves a-while, till ſhe was going out again, 
when catching hold of her Shift, I obliged * to come 
back again, and a little Inſtruction mace her an apt 
Diſciple; ſo that to prevent her making a Diſcovery, 
we obliged her to lie down upon the Floor. with her 


Shift-Tail turn'd over her Head, that ſhe ſhould not 
have the Opportunity of ſeeing our Faces, and to lie 


in that Poſture till we had loaded ourſelves with ſuch 
Neceſſaries as we thought proper; after which, we took 
her up and turn'd her up ſtairs, with Threats if the of- 
fered to call out, or make any Diſturbance; which Di- 
rection ſhe obſerved, and we march'd off with our 
Booty. ; 
F 2 oM Mr. Hcllyday's in Biſhopſgate-ſireet we took 
twelve Pound of ſewing Silk, and about 57. worth of 


Stockings, to the Value of 15 /. in all. I informed 
Mr. Holliday where his Goods were, fo that he has re- 


cover'd them again. This is the Fact for which I am 

convicted, and the very Woman difcover'd by my In- 

formation was brought as an Evidence againſt me. 
AT a Tea-Shop in Thames-ſftreet, which we broke 


into, whilſt we were ranſacking the fame, the Watch- 
man coming by, and fearing we ſhould be diſcovered, 
J ſeized the Watchman, and obliged him to put out 


his Candle, to throw that with his Staff and Lanthorn 
into the Thames, and ſtood Centery over him with a 
loaded. Piſtol, till my Companions had loaded them- 
{elves with divers Quantities of Teas and other Goods, 
to the Value of about 20 J. which after they had car- 
ry'd off, I diſmiſs d my Priſoner, and then went in 


Ar 
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| Ar a Grocer's Shop in Alderſgate-ſireet, after we had 
ll Pack'd up divers Goods, juſt as we were going off with 
them, a Man call'd out at the Window to us, and ask'd 
what we were doing, to which we anſwer d, D — ye 
for a Son of a Bitch, what buſineſs have you out at the 
Window, we've a mind to make our ſelves Houſe- 
keepers, and intend to take the Key of the Door with 
us, that we may let our ſelves in and out when we 
pleaſe, which ' accordingly we did, and having juft | 
Lock*d the Door: I ſuppoſe the Man ſeeing us go away, | 
either imagin'd we had not been in, or elſe durſt not 
come down Stairs, for about two Hours afterwards we 
became again, and with the Key open'd the Door and 
went into the Shop and ſerv'd our ſelves with ſeveral :: 
Loves of Sugar and other Grocery Ware, with which 
we went away unmoleſted. | 5 
An Old Womans Siop Shop at the lower End of Shad- 
well, we Robb'd of all the Coats, Jackets, Caps and 
other Accoutrements, leaving the old Woman (who kept 
it) faſt aſleep, we found two Dogs in the Shop, who | 
began to make a Noiſe at us, the one we kick'd out of 
Doors, and having broke the Neck of the other, af- 
terwards flung him into the Thames. 
Wr open'd a Stocking Shop in Coleman-ſtreet, and 
having fill'd two bags full of Goods, we carry d off 
the ſame into Moore-Fields, and willing to make the 
beſt uſe of our time, emptied the fame on the middle 
of one of the Quarters, and return'd back to the ſame | 
Shop, where we fill'd our Bags again, and then went 
clear off, carrying away at both times, as we computed || 
about ſeventy Pounds worth of Goods. a 
WrTrxin Eight or Nine Doors of the Gate-houſe | 
at Weſtminſter, we attempted another Shop, but juſt | 
as we had Boarcd and cut thro' the Shutters, the 
Maid and Miſtreſs, who were abroad, came home and 
| diſturb'd } 
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diſturb'd us, ſo that we were oblig' d to leave off with- 
out Effecting our deſign at that place. 

IN St. Clements Church-yard in the Straud, about 
ſeven o' Clock one Evening in January laſt, ſeeing a 
Woman alone in a Shop, and a parcel of Handkeychiefs 
lying in the Window, the Door being ſhut, we ty'd 
the {ame with a two-penny Cord, and as ſoon as deb 
ſo done broke the Window, and ſnatch'd out about fix 
ſcore Handkerchiefs, with which we march'd off; the 
Woman ſaw us, and (in vain) attempted to Run after 
us, but could not get out of Doors. | 

Our of another Houſe in Holborn, on the ſixth of 
December laſt, by the help of a Ladder, we got in at 
a Window up one pair of Stairs, from whence we car- 
ry'd off a Velvet Suit of Mens Cloaths. ; 

Ax» at another Houſe we lifted up the Saſh gent- 
ly and took out of the Window, a Gold: and Silver 
Brocaded Gown, as the Maid fat by the Fire feeding 
the Child. 

I' x the like manner from the fix Cans in Fullers- 
Rents, about ſix o'Clock one Evening, we took about 
twelve pounds worth of Cambricks, Lawns, &c. 

FRO NM a Houſe-near Red-Lyon Square, hoiſting. up 
the Saſh, and ſliping of my Shoes, J ventur'd in at the 
Window, and brought off a Childs Cloak, a Velvet 
Hood, and other Goods and Linnen, which the Waſh- 
erwoman had juſt brought home, to the Value of twen- 
ty pounds and upwards. 

An old Woman near Leiceſter-Fields, who us'd 
deal with us for Handkerchiefs, and ſuch like Goods, 
having been too ſharp for us upon ſome occaſions, We 
reſolved to be even with her as ſoon as opportunity 
permitted, accordingly calling to fee her one Day, we 
ſent her for a pot of Drink, and in the Interim open'd 
a Box of hers, and carry'd off two dozen of Handker- 
cbiefs by way of Companſation, for the Injuſtice ſhe 


had 
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had done us, ſhe having being intruſted by us to dif- 
poſe of about twelve pounds worth of Plate for us, but 
ſhe knowing how we came by it convertcd it to her 
own Uſe, and told us it was ſtop'd by the Gold-Smith 


ſhe offer d it to, knowing full well we durſt not go to 


enquire after it. | | 

A Perriwig-maker's Shop at the lower end of J/ap- 
ping, we Robb'd of all the Wigs therein. 

Our of a Noble-Man's Houſe near Hanover Square, 
three Hats and a great Coat. | 

Fxom Mr. Mamings, at the Golden-Lyon in King- 
freet Weſtminſter, three or four rolls of Cloth. 

FROM a Houſe in Maddox-ſtreet, © Hanover-Square, 
we got upon the Seat, three large Silver Spoons ; 
I think the Coat of Arms were Swans, c. 

UNDER the Piazza in Covent-Garden, we went 
in to buy Snuff, and took away a large Silver Suuff-box. 

FROM a Shoe-Makers in Pye-Corner, one Evening 
we took about 16 or 18 pair of Shoes, about 5 or 6 
o'Clock. 2 

FROM a Barber's in Bride-Lane, Fleet-ſtreet, two 
new Migs, and allo out of a Houſe near the Exchange, 
à great Coat, and a Silver Watch Caſe. 


FRO NM a Houſe in Fryer-ſtreet, Black-Pryers, a 


fine Patcht work Quilt, Blanket and Sheets, got upon 
the Sneak whilſt the People were drinking Tea. 
the Wigs. 

Ar a Shop in Camon-ſtreet, one Night we got 
above Eighty pound of Chocolate. 


Our of a Barber's Shop at Hackney, we took all 


ATTEMPTED a Grocer's Shop in the Gans pe. | 
everal 


and got the Key out of the Windows, three 
Nights, but were every time prevented from effecting 
our deſign. ; 

LIXEWISE at a Hatter's Shop within Biſhop's- 


Cate, we had in the Evening got out the Key, and 


coming 


- 
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coming to open the ſame, the Yatchman ſaw us draw 
the Pin, and diſcover'd us. 


” 


Tu like alſo, at a Hofers near the ſame Place. 
Ar a Hoſiers Shop in the Strand, but when we had 
got out the Pin and taken down the ſhutter, we found 
inner ſhutters, which preyented us in the Execution of 
our deſign. 1 0 

FROM a Houſe in Mapping, we got ſeveral Coats, 
Cloaks, and a fine China Punch-Bowl, which laſt we 
fold at a Brand) -Houſe, for one Guinea. | 

ON Evening in Houn/ditch, we took 11 or 12 
Keys from out of the Pins in the Windows, but after- 
wards coming to open the ſame, found all faſten d again 
but one, which we attempred but in Vain, there be- 
ing inſide ſhutters, which hinder'd our proceedings. 

' Fxom the Sale Shops in Monmouth-ſtreet, we have 
frequently taken Coats, Cloaks, c. by creeping into 
the Shops upon our Hands and Knees behind the 
Men who were at Work, or otherwiſe employ'd. 
As to any Street Robberies I never was concern' d 
in more than three. | 

Tux firſt, in Grocer's Alley, where we ſtopp'd a 
Man about 9 o Clock one Evening, and clapping the 
Mouth of a Piſtol, into his Mouth, held it there whilſt 
two others Rifled him of a Silver Watch; we found 
ſeven Shillings in Money, in his Pockets, but did not 
_ 4 ; During this Tranſaction feverat People paſs d 
0 us. 

Tus Second, of a Man under the Church-MWall, 
by Alder ſgate, whom we ſtopt, and from whom we 
took a Silver Watch and Chain, but without any Caſe; 
he had fix Shillings in his Pocket, which we left him, 
but to prevent his purſuing us, we cut the Waſte-band 
of his Breeches, ſo that they hung down about his 
„ - eee 
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Tur Third, was an old Woman in Petticoat-Lane, 
who when we topp d her, ask d us, if we were going 
to Nap her Cloy; but we would not underſtand her 
Cant, otherwiſe than by ranſacking her Pockets, in 


which we found but Two- pence, upon which we turn- 


ed her looſe again. 3285 : 
As to the Deſign of attacking and robbing her Ma- 
jeſty, I do particularly declare, that I was no Ways 
concerned in the ſame ; altho | do believe there was 
ſuch a Scheme concerted, having heard it ſpoke of ſe- 


veral Times when in Company; and that it might be 


effected upon her Majeſty's coming into the City. 


Havins thus given an Account of all the parti- |: 
cular Facts I was any Ways concerned in, and likewiſe | 
of the Methods we took to perpetrate the ſame, 1 ſhall | 
here take Notice, that we were encouraged to commit 


ſeveral of them, from obſerving the Negligence of the 


F | 
+ 
*% 


Watchmen in divers Places, many of being ſu · } 
perannuated and decrepit old Men, who will take eve- 


ry N to avoid and neglect their Duty, e- 
pecially 


if the Seaſon is intemperate, or they appre- 


hend any Danger. : 
As to my Crimes in general, I am ſincerely. 
for the ſame, and if I had had the Favour of being 


| mitted as an Evidence, as I had Reaſon to expect I 
ſhould, from what Mr. Juſtice G d promiſed me, [| 
believe I could have been inftramental, not only in 
making a very great Diſcovery, but of helping all ti 
before: mentioned Perſons to their Goods again, or, at 


leaſt, a valuable Conſideration for the ſame; but as 1 
was defeated of that, by the Means befort- me 

J muſt lay the immediate Cauſe of my Deich to that 
worth Wret who came to me —— of 
the Lord 7d and Sir R— N. (though 1 


am fully -fatisfied without their Oy and thereby 


got from me Part of that Confeſſion I Was preparing 
3 * | to 
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to lay before Juſtice G -d, and ſo baſely occaſioned 
its being inſerted the next Day in the Daily Journal, 
which Proceeding was reſented by the Court at the 
Old Baily, (when I pleaded for Favour on the Score 
of the Information J intended) as if I had cauſed it to 
be inſerted in Order to give my Companions Notice 
of the Danger that. attended them, that they might 
provide for their Safety ; through which Means ſeve- 
ral of them. are got off, and for the preſent eſcaped, 
that Juſtice I muſt now ſubmit to; which, however juſt 
in reſpect to my Offences, he who depriv'd me of the 
Benefit of that Mercy I might poſhbly have had, (the 
Terms whereof I ſhould have comply d with) can offer 
no Excufe, in Mitigation of that Injuſtice he has done 
me, I having never injured nor ſeen him in my Life, 
either before or ſince I gave him the Information be- 
fore-mentjoned. — 


Tu us far we have given the Reader an Account of 
the ſeveral Facts, Cc. committed by this unhappy 
Perſon in the Manner he himſelf deliver'd it, and ſhall 
now obſerve, that till Friday laſt he appear'd very 
gay. and jocoſe in his Temper, and, as an Inſtance 
thereof, gave it out that he intended to be in his 
Shroud at Chapel on Sunday the 24th of March 1128, 
and to go in the ſame Manner to the Place of Execu- 
tion the Medneſday tollowing ; but upon Sight of his 
Coffin, which a Gentleman who was a Priſoner in the 
fame Goal for Debt, preſented him with, the next 
Day his Temper was viſibly altered, and he began 
more ſeriouſly to think of his approaching Diflolution. 
He ſaid, however, the Relations before given were 
ſtrictly true in Fact, and however jocoſely he had be- 
gan the ſame, h& ould not retract any thing therein, 
being Latisfy d in bis Conſcience, that it was a Duty 
incumbent on him to lay the fame open to the IT 
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lick, in Hopes by diſcovering the Methods uſed by his 

_ miſchievous Companions, he might contribute to the 
Welfare of the Publick. ' e 

O Tueſday, the Day before his Execution, he re- 

ceived the Sacrament in the ofa attended Divine 6 
Service at Chapel, as he uſually had done before, and 6 
defired as little Interruption as poſſible, applying him- 6 
elf feriouſly to his Devotion. | NT R 
FP Ro n the Time of his Sentence he entertained no 
Hopes of a Pardon or Reprieve; but as the Time for 


huis Execution approach'd, he ſeem'd convinced of the | 
Injury he had done the Publick, and, upon the Ad- | © 


vice of ſome worthy Divines, who viſited him, ſaid, he 8 
1 was more fully fatisfy'd, that it was a Duty incum- 7 
F bent upon him to make all the Diſcoveries he could: q 


He therefore particularly deſired the Town might be 6 
informed, that of late it had, and ſtill was a common 
Practice to ſteal the Keys out of the Pins of the Win- 
_ dows ; and. likewiſe, that in the Day- time, whilſt one 
or two of them went into Shops, and amus d the Folks 
therein with one frivolous Story or other, ſome of their 
Confederates would, upon their Hands and Knees, 
come behind their Counters, and thence open or ſteal 
away the Money-Drawers without being perceived. 
H x likewiſe mentioned the Names of divers Per- 
- ſons, who were their Accomplices, and Receivers of 
ſtolen Goods; and particularly a Scotch Woman in 
| Leie:fter-Fields, who he ſaid had cheated. them out of 
0 Part of the Plate they ſtole in Bride Lane: another or 
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| two in Drury Lane; and alfo a very notorious one in 

1! ' Coick Lane in NM hite- horſe Alley,” which he ſaid was a 

3 common Receptacle for thoſe of his unlawful Profeſ- 
ſion, and where all the Thieves in Town frequent. 

H acknowledg'd he had for ſeveral Years paſt 

| kept Company with one Amey Fowler, by whom he 

; had ſeveral Children, and wiſh'd he had married her, 
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* | OOK down in Mercy, O Ged, I beſeech 
** thee, upon me, a miſerable, loſt, and 
** undone Sinner: Number not my Trangreſ- 
greſſions, nor let my Iniquities nſe up in 
<a — againſt me. Waſh me, and I ſhall. 
be clean; Purge me, and I ſhall be free from 
** Offence; though my Sins be as Scarlet, they 
„ ſhall be whiter than Snow, if thou pleaſeſt but 
to receive me amongſt thoſe who are Redeemed 
„by the Merits of thy dear Son Chrift Jeſus, 
And. O Bleſſed Jeſus! difown me not in m 
** laſt Extremity, but number me amongſt thoſe 
** whom thou haſt Redeemed, that I may fing 
* Praiſes to the Moſt High, and extol thy Holy 
* Name in the Courrs of Heaven for ever and 
ever more. Amen. 
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